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ABSTRACT: Phra Thong Island, located in Phangnga Province, was chosen as a base for a Sea Turtle
Project (STP) because of its central geographical position along the Andaman Sea coast. The STP
started in 1996 and focused on three different aspects: scientific research and conservation, an
educational program in the local schools and development of awareness among tourists. The paper
focuses on one of the three nesting turtle species on the island: olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea).
Data collected over seven years of activities of the STP concerning the reproductive biology of the
olive ridley turtle are illustrated and an update of conservation aspects of the nesting population in
the area is presented.




