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ABSTRACT 

Stitdies on wring, feeding habits, faad prefel.ences and gruwik.rute of the ridlepturlte, Lepi&~'h~I$c 
ollvucea olivacclu along the west mast of Thailand were reported and tht: eEw on growtherate of sevemt 
types of mectband vegetable=diet were measured in holding cxperiments in the ieaboratory, Their breeding 
patterns in Thai waters are retarded, The m m t  depletion of turtle populations in this area, its possible 
causes and remedies are discussed, 

I. JNTRODUCTION 

Five species of sea turtles belonging ta 
two families, Cheloniidae and Dermochelydidae 
have been recorded from waters around Thailand 
(Taylor, 1970). The family Chefoniidae consists 
of four recognized genera, each wmprising one 
single species : Green turtte, Ci#@!ortiu mydui j u p  
nim Thunbrg, f 787 fTaa-SumNu in "Phai); hawks* 
MI1 turtle, Eretmoe(te1yz imbrfeata bimu Rilppeil, 
1835 (Tw-Kw in Thai); loggerhead turtle, Cumfa 
carctta gigas Demniyagala, 1933 (Taa- Ya in 
Thai); and ridhy turtle, Lepidachetj~s olivuccc~ 
olivucea Eschschaitz, 1829 (Taa-Ya in Thai). 
The famity f)ermochelydidae has only one single 

The green turtle and the hawksbill turtle are 
common in the Gulf of Thailand in varying 
degrees OF abuzundanee. For example, they occur 
in a mtio laf 4;X at Krarm fdand and 5:3 at Kra 
Island (Penyawl, 1957), The taga;erhea:ad turtle 
is  the only ather species of sen turtle reoordcd 
from thb area. All five Bpecies of turtles occur 
along tho Indian Qcean Coast, of Thailand. 
Qf these, the hawksbitl and leggethead turtles 
have beeame rare in recefit times, while the other 
three apciss are gtiS1 mote wmmarr, 






























